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PART I 
INTRODUCTION 
The pupils of Wellesley, Massachusetts, have been lack-
ing any real introduction to the history and background of 
their community. The curriculum of the fourth grade has in-
cluded a study of this for several years. In recent years 
this area of work has been moved to the fifth grade level be-
cause of the more logical placement with the remainder of the 
curriculum which deals with the growth and development of the 
United States. 
Teaching this unit has been a real problem because of 
the absence of any material written at the children's level. 
This problem has been so real that most of the fifth grade 
teachers have never covered this area of study in their class-
rooms. Some of the veteran teachers have a very limited out-
line of the early history which was prepared in 1915 and re-
vised in 1925. These outlines are most inadequate and avail-
able in very limited numbers. They do not deal at all with 
the present town or its government. 
The need of a new and revised history is greatly felt by 
the teachers of the fifth grade a s well as the administration 
of the Wellesley Public Schools. A text written on the chil-
dren's level in a free moving style is needed to act as the 
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starting point for this unit of study. This booklet is to be 
reproduced and put in the hands of each fifth grade student 
in the system. 
To satisfy this need in the curriculum of Wellesley, the 
writer has decided to write a history of Wellesley at an aver-
age fourth grade reading level. An introduction to the gov-
ernmental arrangement of the town is included also. A 
teacher's manual has been worked out giving the objectives, 
vocabularies and suggested activities, and is prepared pur-
posely to give the teacher a free hand in her approach to this 
unit. 
The vocabulary has been kept to a fourth grade level so 
that the majority of the class will be able to read the book-
let with ease. The more difficult words are listed in the 
teacher's manual by sections so that the teacher may prepare 
the students for the reading more adequately. 
The writer is greatly indebted to a board member of the 
Wellesley Historical Society and the feature writer of the 
Wellesley Townsman, Miss Margaret Urann, for the help she 
gave from the Historical Society as well as the reading of 
this booklet for accuracy of information. 
In no way is this an attempt to present a thorough his-
tory and description of the Town of Wellesley. It is an in-
troduction to the town for children. Material was choosen 
because of its interest and significance to the fifth grade 
student. 
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The writer hopes that through th~s juvenile history the 
children of Wellesley will fulfill the purposes stated below 
by other authors for the teaching of local history. 
The roots, sense of stability, and personal continuity, 
grow increasingly s trong as he is able to identify 
himself with those who lived before him in the same 
familiar surroundings. The study of local history, 
therefore, tends to develop the sense of belonging 
which is an essential factor in group loyalty and 
citizenship.l 
Local history is that part of it which we feel be-
longs particularly to our own lives because it has 
directly affected what we do, where we go , how we 
act. It is not a separate kind or part of history, 
but the raw material of all history, the part of 
history that the younger persons can most readily 
and enjoyably grasp.2 
Leonard Irwin, "The Field Of Local History" , Social 
Studies, 40:36, January, 1949. 
2Maurice Moffat t and Stephen G. Rich, "The Place of 
Local History in Modern Education", Journal of Education 
Sociologi, 26:88, October, 1952. 
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THE TOWN SEAL 
The official seal of Wellesley appears on all town re-
ports and important papers . This seal is the symbol of the 
town. 
The open book in the middle of the seal stands for 
Wellesley College , which plays an important part in the 
community. 
The flower lying across the book represents the famous 
Hunnewell Gardens . These gardens account for the town's 
slogan, "Wellesley, the Beautiful" . 
The tomahawk and Indian arrows in the seal remind us of 
the early friendship of the white men with the Indians . 
They also remind us of the Indian settlementsfound here by 
the first white men. 
This seal was accepted in 1885 by a vote of the towns-
people . It was designed by Mr . George R. Shaw, who lived in 
the town at that time . 
i 
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PREFACE 
We live in Wellesley, Massachusetts . This is a pleasant 
town not too far from Boston. Many people live in Wellesley. 
That is nearly all we know about our town. We should 
really know more so that when we talk to people from other 
towns we can show them that we are proud of it. We would not 
think of spoiling the looks of our public buildings by break-
ing windows or marking on them because we are proud of them. I 
We would not think of destroying private property because our 
town would not be as neat and attractive as it is now. We 
think our town is the best, so why not take more of an in-
terest in it and learn about it? In that way we can show our 
pride in it. 
Did you ever stop to think about who is the leader of 
our town? What was Wellesley like a hundred years ago? How 
big is it? How many people live in the town? Is there any II 
industry in our town? What does our town do to entertain its 
people? 
There are hundreds of questions we could wonder about if 
we just would stop and think about it for a while. That•s 
what I did one day and then I began to try to find some an-
swers. I became so interested in trying to find out about 
Wellesle that I went to the libra~y~_r began to read books 
iii 
about my town. Imagine reading about Wellesley in booksl 
I talked to some people who know our town very well to 
get answers to some of my questions. I found that I made 
several new friends that way. It was most interesting talk-
ing to these people. 
I would like to share some of the things I learned about 
Wellesley with you. I hope that they will be as interesting 
to you as they were to me. 
iv 
CHAPTER I 
HISTORY OF WELLESLEY 
Remember how excited we became the last time our high 
school played Dedham in football? We surely wanted to win. 
I hope that we didn't "boo" Dedham, not only because people 
would think that we were poor sports, but, also because 
Dedham is our "grandmother" town. That's right. At one time 
Wellesley was a part of Dedham. 
II Over three hundred years ago, in 1640, the first white 
men were beginning to move into the land which is now 
Wellesley, but was then the outlying section of Dedham. 
These men were moving out from Boston, Cambridge, and 
Charlestown to build their homes and clear the land for their 
farms. These men were probably Puritans who were thought of 
as strict, serious, and hardworking people from the Massa-
chusetts Bay Colony. 
At the same time there were Indians living all through 
this area. As was usual in those early days, most of the 
white settlements were located on different bodies of water 
for transportation and water supply. This was true of 
Indian settlements, too. One large Indian settlement was 
known to be along the shores of Lake Waban, which the Red Men 
called Saw Mill Pond because they built a savnnill on the 
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brook leading from the pond. Another Indian settlement was 
known to be on the Charles River in Lower Falls. 
The first white men needed and used the help of the 
friendly Indians whom they found in the surrounding country-
side. The Indians taught them many of the important things 
they needed to know to live in this wilderness. They taught 
them to hunt and trap. They showed them how to start out-
door fires, plant corn, and find their way in the woods. 
It seems silly to discuss Indians and the wilderness 
when we talk about our town with all its buildings and stream. 
Wellesley certainly has changed in its looks in three hundred 
years. 
That friendship the early settlers made with the Indians 
did not last very long. As more settlers came into the area, 
the Indians became rather unfriendly toward the white men. 
The settlers did not lose the friendship of the Indians be-
cause they were coming into Indian land and clearing it for 
their farms, but because they did not trust these savages. 
The white man began telling the Indians what t hey could do 
and what they could not do on their own land. There was a 
great deal of hard feeling between these two groups of 
people and several times there were even small wars between 
them. The white man finally drove these unfriendly Indians 
westward and took over the land completely. 
Remember at that time this area of land was part of the 
Town of Dedham. The people of Dedham and the Indians both 
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felt that the land was their's. You can imagine how confus-
ing it must have been with both groups saying that the land 
belonged to them. The people of Dedham decided that it was 
time to settle this problem once and for all. In a town 
meeting they decided that they would try to buy the land from 
the Indians. It sounds as if those people felt that the 
Indians really did own the land, doesntt it? 
It was decided that the land be bought for about three 
pounds of Indian corn and five pounds of money. The people 
of Dedham paid this to an Indian chief named!augus. Chief 
Maugus was an Indian who had become a Christian. 
II It seems very strange to find an Indian chief who was a 
Christian especially since he was way out in the wilderness. 
He was made a Christian by a Reverend John Eliot. Mr . Eliot 
was a minister who visited regularly with the Indians and had 
taught them about Christ. He was really a missionary in the 
colonial times. 
Reverend John Eliot did a great deal for the Indians who 
lived in this area. He asked the white people to agree to 
let the Indians have about 2,000 acres of land in order to 
build a village . The Indians called this place Natic , which 
means "a place of hills". This was not a reservation in 
which they were forcedto stay, so many of them moved into 
what is now called South Natick . (This extended northerly 
to Saw Mill Pond at that time.) 
They settled around the pond and they even started a 
3 
small business there with the help of Reverend Eliot. They 
built a saw mill on a brook that leads into the lake. This 
brook provided water power to run the mill. 
A man by the name of Andrew Dewing was the first real 
settler in the area that is now called Wellesley. He built 
a house here in 1660, just forty years after the Pilgrims 
landed on Plymouth Rock . His house, in which several fami-
lies lived, was built in the middle of the wilderness with 
no neighbors except the wild animals. He was a true pioneer 
and settler. 
Soon after Mr. Dewing settled here, many other families 
began moving to this area. Each settler was given twelve 
acres of land to call his own and the right to use the wood-
lands and pastures. Each early settler had to promise to do 
certain things before he was given the land. 
He had certain responsibilities toward the Town of 
Dedham just as we do today to the Town of Wellesley. Some of 
these responsibilities were much like ours today. The early 
settlers had to promise to build their homes within a certain 
area so that they could help and protect each other. We can 
live anywhere in Wellesley but we are responsible to help our 
neighbors when they need help . He had to clear a certain 
amount of woodland each year, while we should keep our land 
clean and neat to make our town more attractive . These early 
settlers had to help keep the streams and rivers clean and 
clear of brush. We must keep our streets and countryside 
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clean by not being nli tter bugs 11 • He was to help build roads 
and bridges along with helping his neighbors build their 
houses and barns. We help build worthwhile organizations II 
like church groups, Cubs, and Girl Scouts. The early settlers 
in our town had to keep themselves ready to fight for their II 
country. We have older brothers who must plan to go into the 
Armed Forces of our country. II 
About fifty years after Mr . Dewing moved out from Boston 
to build his home, Needham became our 11mother" town. The 11 
people who lived in the northern part of Dedham wanted to be 
a town all by themselves. These people voted to do just that. 
A new town called Needham was formed in 1711. This town 
included all the land that is now Needham and Wellesley. 
This means that Needham was on both sides of the Charles 
River at that time instead of only on the east side as it is 
now. The people who lived west of the Charles River built 
their own schools and had their own village activities. The 
people on the east side did the same thing. 
Gradually these two sections of Needham grewfarther and 
farther apart, and two little communities appeared. Between 
these parts of town was considerable woodland and field with 
no houses or farms . The people in one village knew little 
about what was going on in the other. 
As often happens when we don 1 t know people, our in-
terests are different. This happened between these two small 
villages. Their disagreements were over the care and cost of 
= 
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the town meeting-house or church that they shared. 
One of the costs of the meeting-house was the pay of the 
minister. The people west of the Charles River did not want 
to give money towards his pay because the church was too far 
away for them to attend. It was finally voted upon at a town 
meeting that the people of West Needham would not have to pay 
these taxes but still the church would stay in the same place . 
Just before the Revolutionary War the church burned down. 
When the people discussed where the new church should be, 
everyone wanted it built where it could be reached easily. 
Of course everyone could not be satisfied. To settle the 
argument they decided that two churches would be built. One 
was to be built east of the Charles River and one across on 
the west side. At this time the area which is now Wellesley 
was called the ~est Parish. It was still part of Needham as 
far as the laws were concerned but this was another step in 
separating the two settlements. 
We have read about the Revolutionary War many times. We 
know that two of our neighboring towns played a very impor-
tant part in that war. 
This great war was started in Lexington and Concord. It 
was there that the Minute Men started the fight with England 
that won our country its freedom. Did the Nest Parish of 
Needham have anything to do with this war? We were so close 
to the towns where the fighting started that it would an in-
telligent guess to say we did. If that is your guess, you 
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guessed correctly. 
At this time there was an old tavern on Washington Street 
near the entrance to Wellesley College (about opposite Dover· 
Road) . The name of this tavern was Bullard's Tavern. When 
news of the expected trouble with the English at Lexington 
and Concord arrived at this tavern, the owner went to the 
nearby Bullard's Hill and shot a gun three times in the air. 
This was the signal for the Minute Men of West Needham 
(Wellesley) to gather. 
It didn't take long for them to meet and start on their 
way to Lexington under the command of their leader, Captain 
Aaron Smith. Five of these brave men lost their lives in the 
famous hattle that started the war to free America from 
England. 
Needham sent three companies of Minute Men to fight at 
Lexington for our freedom . ~vo of these three companies came 
from the West Parish . They also sent a great deal of money 
to help support the little American army. There were only 
one thousand people living in both parts of Needham at that 
time, yet nearly three hundred men were sent to fight. This 
means that about one third of the people were at the Battle 
of Lexington. Men were also sent to the famous First Con-
tinental Congress in Philadelphia to speak for the people of 
Needham. 
While the Revolutionary War was still going on, the 
people of the West Parish started to build their first public 
II 
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building. It was a meeting-house. The people were not very 
wealthy and the war was costing a great deal of money so this 
building had to be built slowly. It took several years to 
finish it. This meeting-house was built on the corner where 
the Wellesley Congregational Church now stands but it faced 
the present Church Street. 
Just after the beginning of the 19th century the people 
of the West Parish asked the courts of the land to allow them 
to become a separate town. At this time there were about 
85 houses and 121 voters living in the West Parisq. At that 
time only the men were allowed to vote. This doesn't seem 
like very many voters when we consider that in 1956 in 
Wellesley there were 12,422 people who were entitled to vote. 
Several other attempts to make the West Parish of Need-
ham a separate town were made in the years to follow. During 
this time the area continued to increase in population and 
many citizens were becoming more and more wealthy. 
Early in the 1800's the Worcester Turnpike was built. 
Today we hardly dare to walk across it because there are so 
many trucks and automobiles on it. When it was first built, 
an occasional stage coach, a wagon pulled by a team of horses, 
or a horseback rider made up the traffic found on the dirt 
road. At first the road was a toll road. It was used to send 
supplies and good from Boston to New York. It was an impor-
tant supply line during the War of 1812. 
About 130 years ago the first store was built in the West 
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Parish. It was built in the Wellesley Hills section, then 
called North Needham. Soon after that another store was 
opened in the West Needham section of town. These country 
stores did not look like the beautiful stores we have today. 
They were small general stores that sold everything from 
common pins to salt. You wouldn't have had to ask your 
mother which store to go to when she sent you to do the er-
rands. Can you imagine what they must have looked like? 
There was saw dust all over the floor; big barrels filled 
with crackers, salt, flour, and sugar; shovels, rakes, and 
scythes hanging from the ceiling; boxes of thread packed on 
the shelves and large rolls of cloth piled on the counters. 
There were no neat rows of shelves with canned goods on them; 
no freezers with at·tractive packages in them; just plain 
simple shelves crowded with necessary supplies. 
In the nearby town o~ Sudbury and in a few other places, 
these old-fashioned stores can still be seen. 
Many discussions were held in these stores by the shop-
pers about the wish to become a town. The best place to hear 
these arguments and discussions, however, was a~ tne Town 
Farm. This was located where the Wellesley Country Club is 
today. It was here that the town meetings were held. It was 
here also that the final decision was to be made which broke 
the West Parish from the Town of Needham. 
Two visitors in the middle 1830's made these comments 
about the West Parish. One said that the tovrn consisted of 
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"a church, one or two stores of the common country kind, a 
junction of several roads, and a few dwellings , scattered 
rather than clustered". Another visitor at that time said, 
"A drowsy influence hung over the land and pervaded the whole 
locality . " What would they think if they saw all the hurried 
people in Wellesley Square today? Probably their comments 
would be different. 
The Newton, Natick, and Needham Society for the Appre-
hension of Horse Thieves and the Norfolk Rifle Rangers were 
two important organizations that were formed during that time . 
These organizations were formed to prevent outlaws and thieves 
from stealing and disturbing the peace. They make our town II 
sound as if it were settled way out west in the early days. 
These groups were very important, however, because they acted 
as the police before our town had a real police force, 
At about the same time (1834) the ra ilroad came to West 
Parish . This was important because it helped increase the 
number of people living here . Before the train, people could 
not go to Boston and back each day . Now they could live here 
and work in the big city. 
Soon after the railroad came to West Parish, Elm, Pine 
and Groton Streets in Wellesley Hills were the scene of a 
tremendous pageant . It wasn't called Welles ley Hills then. 
A long wide meadow was all that was there. On October 19th 
each year for several years this pageant took place. People 
from all over the countryside came to see this affair which 
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included about five hundred actors . This pageant showed the 
surrender of General Cornwallis to General George Washington. 
This was the surrender that marked the end of the Revolutionary 
War after a terrible battle at Yorktown, Virginia . The actors 
would dress up like soldiers from England and soldiers fron 
the Colonies and have a make-believe battle just the way the 
real one was fought many years before . It must have been II 
thrilling to stand on a nearby hill and watch this battle over 
againt 
A new store opened around t his time in Lower Falls . It 
was the same kind as the other two . This started a shopping 
area in still another part of town. 
By this time the North Needham (Wellesley Hills) section 
of the West Parish wanted a church of their own because it 
was difficult for the people to get to the West Parish church . 
This was one reason twenty-eight members broke away from the 
main church which is now called the Wellesley Congregational 
and formed a new church in their own section. The new church 
is now called the First Congregational Church of Wellesley 
Hills . Mr . Moses Grant gave a beautiful bell for the build-
ing . The people were so pleased with this gift that they be-
gan to call their part of town "Grantville" in appreciation. I 
In about the middle of the 19th century a very wealthy 
man built a large and beautiful home in this area for his wife . 
This home was built over-looking a lake and it gradually had 
very beautiful gardens all around it . The public was always 
invited to look at these gardens and when warm weather came 
each year it was a very popular spot with the townspeople . 
In fact , this is still true today. By now you must have 
guessed that this is the famous Hunnewell Estate . Mr . Horatio 
Hollis Hunnewell built this home for his wife. Before she 
married him her name was Miss Isabella Welles. Mr. Hunnewell 
named t he home "Wellesley" in honor of her family . Remember 
that at this time there was no town named Wellesley. 
The Hunnewell and Welles families did a great deal for 
the West Parish community. They were truly leaders in the 
growth and development of the area. The people wanted to do 
something for these families in return for all they were doing 
for them so on June 24, 1862 , the West Parish became known as 
"Well esley" . However, it still belonged to Needham. 
When the civil War broke out between the North and the 
South, the West Parish again sent soldiers and money to help 
the Northern Armies . 
Soon after the Civil War, Grantville was still very much 
way out in the country . Life was pretty difficult because 
none of the things that make our life easy could be found 
there . The houses and buildings had no running water. There 
were no sidewalks . There were no street lights of any kind 
anywhere in the town . There was no gas or electricty to cook 
with or to heat and light the houses . Nobody in town owned 
a telephone . There was no police force except for a constable . 
The fire department was one wagon pulled by a group of men who 
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all had other jobs in town. These men fought the fires with 
brooms and shovels. The railroad was the only public trans-
portation found in the tovm. About five hundred families 
lived here at this time. 
We expect to find all thes e things in a town and it 
seems odd to think that they were not here around ninety years 
ago. 
When Wellesley was missing all these things that we ex-
pect to have today 1 a wealthy man by the name of Mr. William 
Emerson Baker bought a large piece of land on Grove Street . 
(Partly in Needham and partly in Wellesley.) He made this 
land into an old-fashioned Disneyland type of a place. 
People came from all over the countryside to visit this estate 
and see the beautiful and unusual attractions Mr• Baker had 
collected. On his land Mr. Baker had a large lake made. The 
water from this lake came from springs he found. He put many 
different types of ducks and fish into this lake to make it 
more attractive. He also added different kinds of boats which 
could be used. One of them was a steamboat which could take 
sixty people for a ride. Around and over the l ake were color-
ful trees 1 gardens and bridges . Beautiful and unusual · statues 
were found everywhere. Large fountains which could catch the 
sunlight and make rainbows added to this fantasy land. 
Tunnels, caves, and unusual buildings could be found through-
out the estate. Animals to be looked at and animals to be 
ridden provided hours of amusement for the thousands of visi-
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tors who came to see this wonderland . It was truly a Disney-
land of many yea~s ago . 
Soon after Mr . Baker bought his land, the Unitarians 
formed their church in Grantville . They bought the old 
Maugus Hall for their services . They used this for about 
seventeen years before building the church they still worship 
in today . 
The first Roman Catholic church in this town was St . 
John's Church in Wellesley Lower Fall s. This church was 
started about seven years after the Unit·arians built theirs. 
In the years between 1e6e to 1e84 Wellesley grew by 
leaps and bounds . The telephone, street lights and many 
businesses began to appear. By 1884 there were a hundred 
businesses listed in Wellesley.nrlswasgreat progress from the 
three stores we found in the thr ee different parts of Welles-
ley fifty years before . Welles l ey was beginning to change 
from a quiet little farming village into a busy town. 
People were beginning to have more time to spend on en-
tertainment and different clubs were begun . Many wealthy 
families from Boston were beginning to move out this way and 
to build homes . Wellesley was bec oming a happy and gay place 
in which to live. 
One of these wealthy families to move to Wellesley was 
Mr. Henry Durant . He bought a l ar ge estate on Washington 
Street . He had only one child, a son. This son died at an 
early age. When the boy died, his father, Mr. Durant, de-
1~ 
cided he would build a women's college on his estate. In 
September, 187.5, •i{ellesley College opened with three hundred 
students and twenty-nine teachers . His dream started then 
and has been building ever since . Now Wellesley College is 
known all over the world, thanks to this man with a great 
idea . 
We must remember that all this time we have been calling 
this town '.Vellesley, as did the people who lived here. Actu-
ally, it is not yet a town. It is still the West Parish and 
a part of the Town of Needham just as ~ellesley Hills is a 
part of Wellesley today. We llesley wanted to become a sepa-
rate town but the people of Needham did not want to lose this 
area . In order to become a separate town all the people in 
Needham had to vote for it at a town meeting . 
A very unusual thing happened one night which made it 
possible for the people of the West Parish to become a town 
in its own right . A town meeting was called to vote on this 
problem. It was to be held at the Town Farm at a certain 
time . One hour before the meeting was to start all of the 
people from the ~est Parish arrived . They completely filled 
the Town Farm. When the people from East Needham came they 
could not get in to the meeting . Everyone at the meeting 
voted to make the West Parish {:Tellesley) a separate town. 
There was no room for those who were against it at the meet-
ing . They came too late. 
In order to become a separate town the people had to 
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give their reasons to the state government after they voted 
to become a town on their own . These were the reasons they 
gave . The different sections didn't get along with each other. 
There was a natural boundary line . (Charles River). Wellesley 
had a separate railroad service . It had schools of its own. 
It had churches of its own . It had its own clubs and social 
affairs . It had separate businesses . The West Parish had a 
population of 2,600 people now . The value of the area was 
over two million dollars . Also, the i~es t Parish was the home 
of Wellesley College . With these strong reasons the state 
government allowed this section of Needham to become a sepa-
rate town, using the name of Wellesley, which it had called 
itself for several years . Now , ~e can call this town Welles-
ley and be correct . 
It was on April 6 , 1881, that Wellesley actually became 
a separate town. The next task for the townspeople was to 
elect their leaders . A town meeting was called to do just 
that . At this meeting all the officers needed to run the town 
were elected . 
II These officers did most of their business from the Shaw 
School Hal l which was on Forest Street near Washington Street . 
It was here that the planning and running of the town was 
carried out for a few years , until Mr . Hunnewell gave the town, 
as a gift , the present Town Hall (1887) . 
In the same year that Wellesley became a town it was de-
cided that a study should be made to see if a water system 
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should be added to the town. People still had to provide 
their own water from wells . 
The town seal was also decided upon this same year. 
Each thing in the seal stands for some important landmark or 
fact of history in the growth of this Indian territory into 
the beautiful town that it is today. 
Since ~ellesley became a tovrn, it has grown greatly. 
Many new stores have been opened to make it a shopping center 
that attracts people from tovrns for miles around. Its 
schools are among the finest in the state. It has become a 
cultural center because of ~ellesley College, The Dana Hall 
School, The Academy of the Assumption, and Babson Institute, 
to name a few . Its numerous churches still reflect the faith 
and devotion our first citizens had. Wellesley has truly 
grown and yet it still keeps much of the beauty and friendli-
ness which attracted Boston businessmen to first settle here. 
We should be proud of our town and its history. Many 
individuals and many groups of people have worked hard to 
make our town the wonderful place that it is. Even today, 
many people are working to make Wellesley an even better town 
in which to live. 
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CHAPTER II 
FAMOUS PEOPLE OF WELLESLEY 
Wellesley has its share of people who have made great 
contributions to the world . Many of these people are famous 
all over the world while others are famous just in the United 
States. Still others are famous just in Wellesley because 
their greatest contributions were made to Wellesley itself. 
Wellesley can be very proud of a citizen who lived hera 
when he did his most famous work. Dr. William T. G. Morton 
should mean a great deal to any ofuswho have ever had our 
tonsils out. He lived in West Needham (Wellesley) while he 
was experimenting wi th ether to make painless 9perations 
possible . The Massachusetts General Hospital in Boston has 
sat aside a room to honor this great man. A famous church 
in New York has a stained glass window honoring the most fa-
mous healers the world has ever known and a section of this 
window is set aside in Dr. Morton's honor. He did his fa-
mous work about one hundred fifty years ago. He build his 
own house where the main library now stands. There is a 
plaque outside the building today in his honor. 
There was one man who probably did more than any other 
for Wellesley. His name was Horatio Hollis Hunnewell. He 
li vad during the time when the peo:Qle were trying, to make 
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Wellesley a separate town. It was in honor of him that our 
town was named. Remember that he married Miss Welles. Mr. 
Hunnewell was very interested in trees and plants. He was a 
busy banker and business man but found time to plan and tend 
his world-famous H~~ewell Gardens which we can still see to-
day. 
It was Mr. Hunnewell who gave the Town Hall, the Library, 
and ten acres of land around those building, Hunnewell Field 
and many other gifts . He had a great deal to do with help-
ing make Wellesley a town by itself. 
Another man, who lived at the same time as Mr. Hunnewell, 
served the town in another way. He did not have the wealth 
that ~w. Hunnewell had, but he offered his services to help 
early Wellesley. His name was Solomon Flagg . Even before 
Wellesley separated from Needham he served the people of this 
area. He held many town offices. He was selectman, assessor, 
school committeeman, Town Clerk for Needham, Town Treasurer 
for Needham, and he was the first Town Clerk that Wellesley 
ever had. He also taught school and was well-liked as a sing-
er in the community social affairs. If all his services were 
stretched out he would have held a town office for 108 years. 
Of course, this did not happen because he held several offices 
at the same time. 
Another man from Wellesley who is known by our country-
men is Gamaliel Bradford. He is well known for the writing 
of books about the lives of other people. He wrote about 
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forty biographies of famous people of this and other countries . 
The amazing thing about this was that he never completed col-
lege . He was a sick man most of his life and, therefore, he 
could not go to college for any length of time . Most of his 
schooling was in the schools of Wellesley. The Town of 
Wellesley has honored this citizen by naming a school after 
him. All of you will go to this school if you stay in 
Wellesley , when you go to the Gamaliel Bradford Senior High 
School . 
Mr . Albion Clapp is another early Wellesley citizen to 
whom we ov1e a great deal of appreciation. He was a man who 
was very much interested in seeing that Wellesley had the new-
est conveniences . He had a great deal to do with bringing 
the water system to Wellesley. He was also a leader in bring-
ing street lights , gas, and electric lights to our town . He 
helped organize the Fire Department and its alarm system. He 
also did a great deal to bring the electric street car out to 
Wellesley. 
Miss Katharine Lee Bates came to Wellesley in 1 871 at the 
age of 12 . She lived most of her life here and became out-
standing as a teacher of English at Wellesley College. She 
was greatly loved and respected by the people of the town. 
She became well- known throughout the country, however, as a 
poet . She became especially well-known for a poem she wrote 
that was later put to music . She v~ote this poem after a 
visit to Pike's Peak in Colorado . This poem was a collection 
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of her thoughts as she looked out over the countryside from 
that mountain top . When we sing the hymn "America, The Beau-
tiful" next time, we can sing it with added pride because we 
realize that the wonderful words were written by a lady who 
lived most of her life in Wellesley. The Town has honored 
her by naming a school after her. Miss Bates died in 1929. 
Roger ~ard Babson is another famous man who came to our 
town in 1900. He still lives here. Mr. Babson has started 
three colleges in our country. One of these colleges was 
started right in Wellesley. They are colleges that teach 
both men and women about the business world . He is also fa-
mous for his advice to men in business. Many big companies 
also come to him to ask his advice . At one time he was a 
candidate for the office of President of the United States . 
Miss Emily Greene Balch is another woman of Wellesley 
who has become famous through the country, and the world for 
the work she has done for peace . In 1946 she received a very 
wonderful award for the work she had done . She worked with 
Jane Addams , a famous woman from Chicago, when Miss Addams in 
1915 started an organization of women who work for a peaceful 
world . Miss Balch, like Miss Bates, taught at Wellesley 
College , but only for a few years . Miss Balch has devoted 
most of her life toward working for peace. She is still liv-
ing . 
There are many other people who lived in Wellesley who 
we should know about because they have made great contribu-
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tions to the growth and improvement of our town . They are 
famous to us even though they are not known across the coun-
try like Katharine Lee Bates, Dr . Morton, Emily Balch, 
Gamaliel Bradford, and Roger N. Babson are . These people are 
famous in the history of Wellesley itself. 
These heroes of Wellesley were all pioneers of one kind 
or another . They all gave a great deal of themselves to the 
town we live in. They have made our town a most unusual 
place in which to live and we surely should respect them and 
the town they helped to build. 
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CHAPTER III 
WELLESLEY BUSINESS CENTERS 
Wellesley Square has become very popular as a shopping 
center for many of the surrounding towns . People come from 
great distances to shop in the wonderful little stores that 
line Central Street . Many of these shops are branch stores 
from Boston. 
About 1922 The E. T. Slattery company opened a shop in 
Wellesley. Slattery's was one of the fine clothing stores in 
Boston at this time . It was the first famous store to open a 
branch in a town outside of Boston. Many say that this shop 
was the first branch shop of a large store in the nation. 
The Wellesley branch and the Boston store went out of busi-
ness in 1957 . 
Other Boston stores began to move their branch shops out 
to Wellesley. Filene•s is probably the largest store to do 
this. This made it possible for people from far and near to 
come here to buy things instead of going into Boston. These 
popular stores and others did much to bring shoppers to our 
town. 
Sometime when you are stopped for the light in the cen-
ter of Wellesley Square, l ook at the building that houses the 
Wellesley Office of the Newton Savings Bank~ This building is 
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The Shattuck Block. It is one of the oldest blocks in the 
town. It was built eleven years before the Twentieth Century 
started, in 1889 . The Post Office was in this building for 
many years . A fruit store , a grocery store, and a drug store 
have a l so been located in this building at various times . 
The upstairs has been used for offices and meetings of clubs 
and organizations . 
As you are waiting for the light to change to green, 
look across the street from the Shattuck Building and you 
will see the business block where the Wellesley Post Office 
is now located . This block is also an old one . It was built 
just after the turn of the Twentieth Century and is called 
the Taylor Bloek . It is named after Charles N. Taylor, the 
man who built it . Most of the blocks in Wellesley were 
named after the people who had them built . 
It was in this new block that the Wellesley National 
Bank was first opened . The Post Office was moved from the 
Shattuck Block soon after the building was erected . The Post 
Office was made larger several times , but it has stayed in 
this same block until today. The Wel lesley National Bank, 
however, has been moved across the street. 
If the light still has not changed, look at the building 
on the corner opposite the Newton Savings Bank where the 
Clement Drug Store is . This drug store has been in the same 
place ever since the building was built , in 1914. Upstairs 
in this building are offices . This block is called the Waban 
Block, after the original building which included a hall over 
the general store, and a hotel next to it . It was named after 
a f amous Indian Chief of this region. The new block was built 
about ten years after the Taylor Block . 
~uickly look back across the street to the block where 
the Wellesley National Bank is now and you will see the Kartt 
Block. This is the last row of stores before the Town Hall. 
This block once had a First National Store in it. The E. A. 
Davis & Company, now a department store was located here, and 
also several other small shops . 
If the light has finally turned green and you turn right 
toward Sellers • Restaurant, you will be looking at the Morton 
Block . The present brick building was built on this point of 
land in 1927 . Slattery's was located in this building for a 
time . Upstairs in this building are business offices . 
If your car goes to the right of Seiler's you will be 
looking at the Holman Block, which is on the corner of wash-
ington and Church Streets . In this blook is found Corkum 
Hardware, which has been at the same place since the building 
was built in 1922 . In this block is also located the other 
bank which has not been mentioned before and that is the 
Wellesley Cooperative Bank . The block was built by Clarence 
N. Holman especially to house his ovrn store, The E. A, Davis& 
Company . 
When you get back to Central Street, there are only 
three buildings over fifty years old . One of them is the 
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Hathaway House Book Shop 1 where Wellesley College students 
buy their books and peopl e from all over go to buy books for 
themselves or as gifts . Another building over fifty years old 
is the Odd Fell ows Buil ding 1 which is beside the Hathaway 
House Book Shop . The rest of the building that holds 
Bermorr 1 s Store is over fif t y years old also . This building 
used to extend to the village cemetery . 
Across the street, at the corner of Crest Road 1 there 
used to be a l ivery stable . This was a place where you could 
buy or rent horses in the olden days . It was like the pres -
ent-day taxi or automobile dealers . This livery had about 
forty horses in it at one time . The horses for the early / 
fire department, which was next to Filene•s on Church Street1 
were kept in it . 
Along both sides of Central Street are many small and 
fine shops . These shops sell clothing1 shoes 1 linens, leath-
er goods, gift~ jewelery and other things . At one time there 
was a Chinese Restaurant located here . 
Filene•s is about the largest store found on Central 
Street and it is one of the main reasons many of the out-
siders come to shop in Nellesley. It have been made larger 
several times . 
Across from Filene 1 s is the Colonial Building . In this 
buil ding can be found the Wellesley Press and Townsman head-
quarters. The Townsman is the weekly newspaper of Nellesley. 
One of the first garage and automobile dealers was lo-
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cated where the Gulf Gas station is now, but there were al-
most no stores on Central Street then . It was here that the 
first automobiles were bought in Wellesley. On this location 
a Mr. Perkins s old the first Fords . 
The oldest business in Wellesley and perhaps the largest 
now is found on Linden Street. Here is the home of the many 
trucks you see around town with the big orange wagon wheel on 
them. Here you can buy most any thing you need to build a 
house or run a motor . F. Diehl & Son has been in Wellesley 
since 1876 . This was back when Wellesley was still a part of 
Needham. It started out as a carriage and blacksmith shop 
and has grown into its present size . 
Just outside of Wellesley Hills Square on Washington 
Street can be seen the building which tw . Roger W. Babson 
built for his Babson's Reports . In this building reports 
are made by experts who gather information for banks and 
businesses . This information is used by businessmen to help 
them understand what toexpectin the future in so far as their 
business is concerned, and also how well they are doing at 
the present time. Mr . Babson started this business with his 
wife for only eight small businesses and today there are a 
great many businesses and banks interested in his company's 
work . In his youth Mr . Babson was a man with a great idea 
and he is still active in business . 
Nearer to Wellesley Hills, across from the Railroad 
Station, is the Defazio Block . This block is over fifty years 
old and the DeFazio family still owns the grocery store which 
is located in it. The Windsor Press is also located in the 
building and there are several other stores and offices found 
there . 
Wellesley Hills does not have the fancy little shops that 
Wellesley Village has . Most of the stores in the Hills deal 
with food and the things needed by the housewife to do the 
necessary shopping close to her home. The Wellesley Hills 
Market has grown and taken over much of the building that two 
other food stores left ~hen they moved out of the Hills area. 
Fallow Pharmacy,with all its earlier owners, has been in 
business longer than any other drug store in Wellesley. 
The flatiron building, on the land between the Trunpike 
and the Hills Square, was built about 1896 by Warren Sawyer . 
The beginning of the Wellesley Press was located in this 
building . It was then ca~led the Maugus Press . Since then, 
a rug store has been located there. 
In 1923 the 3ellesley Hills section of town needed a 
bank . Several local citizens got together and started the 
Wellesley Trust Company in a room in the DeFazio Block. This 
bank soon moved into its present building on the corner of 
Washington Street and Abbott Road and was the first in this 
area to install a'arive- irr'window for banking . Later a 
branch of this bank was opened on the Worcester Turnpike. 
The Abbott Block is one of the more recent blocks built 
in ~ellesley . This was built in 1937 · The Belvedere Drug 
28 
Store and the Watson Hardware are t he two big stores now 
found in this building . 
At one time Wellesley was known as the "greenhouse town" . 
There were many of these greenhouses found in the Overbrook 
sectlon of town. These greenhouses grew plants tnat were 
sold all over the eastern part of Massachusetts. Today two 
of these can sti~l be seen in the Fells area of Weston Road . 
On the other side of town on Benvenue Street can be found the 
Sherman Adams Orchid Greenhouses . These are one of the lead-
ing orchid companies in the country. 
Another business center is located at Wellesley Lower 
Falls . In the past,several small mills have been located in 
this area. In the olden days this was a good place for a 
mill because of the cheap power that could be obtained from 
the Charles River, which goes through this section . 
At times these mills and factories have made nails, 
stockings, patterns, machines, knitted goods, paper and paper 
supplies. One of the earliest paper mills in the country was 
located in this part of Wellesley. 
The only real manufacturing in Wellesley today is done 
in the Lower Falls. It is a shoddy mill . It takes old cloth 
and pulls it apart to remake new cloth from it . This mill 
still operates on a small basis. 
The other businesses in this section of ~ellesley are 
small stores dealing again, as in Wellesley Hills , to the 
neighborhood housewives . The one big business located in the 
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Lower Falls is Grossmants Building Supplies. 
The most recent section to have busines ses in Wellesley 
is found on Weston Road in the Fells area. A small group of 
stores are located near Route 9 to serve the local citizens. 
This includes a cleaners, a drug store, a grocery store, a 
hairdresser and a branch of the Wellesley National Bank. 
With just a few exceptions Wellesley has little business 
and almost no industry to interest outsiders. Nellesley 
Village shopping and Babson's Reports are the only real at-
traction to outsiders as far a s business is concerned. 
Wellesley is mainly a residential town which serves as a 
"bedroom" for people who work in Boston. 
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CHAPTER IV 
WELLESLEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Almost 300 years ago when what is now Wellesley was part 
of Dedham, a school house was built to teach the children of 
the Dedham settlement how to read and write. It was about 
the size of a room but it was three stories high. This was 
built by the men out of the logs cut in the nearby woods. 
The teacher of this school was also the minister of the 
community. 
When our town was part of Needham, most of the schools 
were held in private houses. The teachers were men. All 
grades were taught together and little v1as learned except 
reading and writing. The students had to pay to go to these 
schools . 
The town voted to have a "moving school" during this 
time. It was called a moving school becaus e it was moved fran 
one part of town to another. A team of oxen would pull the 
building to the section of town that was to have school f or 
a few weeks. When the time was up, the oxen would pull it to 
the next part of town. It was moved around to three different 
parts of Needham. 
Today if the school isn't near the pupils homes, a bus 
takes them to the school. In the early days the school was 
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brought to them. It was difficult to provide schools for the 
West Parish because the people did not live very closely to-
gether . They were scattered all over the countryside . This 
caused a problem in decidi ng where to build a school . The 
first one to be built in Wellesley Village was near where 
Washington and Church Streets come together now . 
One teacher was expected to teach in several schools . 
He would teach in one school about four weeks and then would 
moved to another school in another s ection of Needham for four 
weeks . This meant that about every month the pupils had a 
vacation of several weeks . I n the winter when there was snow 
the school would have to be closed a long time because there 
were no snow- plows in those days and it would be impossible 
for them to walk to school . This meant that a boy or girl 
did not attend school for very many days in a year. 
In order to have more time in school, the parents 
planned to have school taught through the summer, but only 
the youngest could go then because the older ones were needed 
to help on the farms . Before 1500, children would have about 
sixteen weeks of schooling a year in West Needham . We now 
have about forty weeks of school in Wellesley. 
About the middle of the 1800's parents became much more 
interested in having good schools . All the districts of to\vn 
had new school houses . These building were the best to be had 
at that time . They had blinds, s ome of them were painted and 
all of them had stoves in theml I magine not having heat in 
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schoolL Maps, globes, and libraries were put in the schools 
for the first time . Truly these schools were very modern 
for those days. 
Books were bought for the schools and then father would 
find that the cost of them was added to the tax he paid the 
town. Today all the people of the town pay a tax and the 
school books are paid for out of everybody's taxes, and not 
just the parents' taxes . 
Music was also taught in these schools for the first 
time. It created a great deal of interest. It was taught 
by Mr . Solomon Flagg whose brother William ran the general 
store. 
In 1870 a new school was built. The town paid for part 
of it and interested people paid for the rest. It was a 
beautiful building of three floors. The first two were for 
the elementary grades and the top floor was the high school 
for a while. This school was named after one of the people 
who gave money toward it. It was called the Hunnewell School. 
Katharine Lee Bates was graduated from high school in this 
building. When this school was not used any longer, it was 
moved to Wellesley College and it can still be seen there to-
day as the Fiske House . 
In this school the elementary gr ades were drilled in a 
very dull way in arithmetic, reading, \1riting, spelling, geog-
raphy and American history. The high school, which was a 
four year course was taught by one teacher . The teacher 
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taught Greek, Latin, French, German, English, history and 
mathematics . 
After the Hunnewell School was moved to Wellesley Col-
lege, another school was built to take its place. After 
many years this school was torn down and a third Hunnewell 
School was built. This third school is the one we know to-
day on Cameron Street. 
Grantville, or Wellesley Hills, had a little school 
where the Community Theater now has its parking lot. Little 
is known about this school. 
The Center Brick School which stood opposite the en-
trance to the Convalescent Home was built around 1765. Of 
course the Convalescent Home for Children was not there then. 
This brick school was torn down and moved to the center of 
Grantville and the same bricks were used to build a new 
school there. 
This school also outlived its usefulness and a new 
school for the section of town was built and called the Shaw 
School. Miss Alice Phillips was the teacher there and then 
became the principal 1hen more teachers were hired. 
The Shaw School was named after a wealthy citizen who 
gave a bell and a clock to it. This very same bell and clock 
can be seen in the Elm Park Tower in Wellesley Hills Square 
today. 
The Shaw School was used until 1911 when it was sold and 
torn down. The Alice Phillips School was built at this time 
34 
and took care of the pupils from the Shaw School. This new 
school was named after the principal of the Shaw School. This 
new school is the Phillips 3chool in Wellesley Hills which is 
still used today. 
Several schools were built to teach the children of the 
Lower Falls area before the present ~arren School was built. 
One unusual thing about these schools is that they were all 
located on the same grounds, at the corner of Washi ngton and 
Walnut Streets. 
The first school to be built there was an unpainted, one-
room school, which became black in appearance from the weather. 
The building was sold and moved to make room for a new one. 
The second school was to be painted white so that it 
would be a better looking building. This school was used 
only eight years before it was sold and moved to Columbia 
Road behind the Catholic Church. I t can be seen there today. 
Another school was built and still another one on the 
same plot of land. This last one was burned down and rebuilt 
a gain just before the 1900 1 s. This school was known as the 
North School because of the location in the north part of 
town. 
After several years this building was also torn down and 
replaced as were the others on the same land. In its place 
was built the Annie F. Warren School in 1935. This new 
school was twice as large as the one it replaced because 
there were so many children to go to it. It was named in 
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honor of its former principal . 
The Junior High School in .lellesley was one of the first 
in the country . It was a new idea to have a junior high 
school program. Since the Junior High was started in Welles-
ley it has had only two principals, Mr . George L. Lusk and 
Mr . James s . Thistle . 
When it first opened it used the Phillips School and the 
brick building in front of it. This building was used to 
house the town's High School, and is now used for many of the 
Town offices . These two buildings were soever crowded that 
a new Junior High School had to be built. In 1951 this new 
building was erected on Kingsbury Street where the second 
High School used to be. 
Soon after the Civil ~ar the Town of Needham was forced 
to have a high school by law. They opened two. One was 
built in Needham and the other in Nest Parish or Grantville. 
The first high school in Grantville was held in Maugus Hall, 
which stood where the Unitarian Church is today. There were 
thirty students in the high school at that time . Today, 
there are over 780 students in the Gamaliel Bradford Senior 
High School. 
For the next few years the High School moved from Grant-
ville to Wellesley and then back again. The halls that were 
used for classrooms in these sections of town were so poor 
that when the new Hunnewell School was ~uilt in 1870 the 
High School was moved to the third floor of this building . 
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Later it was moved to the Shaw School when that was built in 
1875. 
The High School stayed in the Shaw School until it had 
its own buil ding which still stands on the corner of Washing-
ton Street and Seaward Road, in front of the Phillips School. 
The number of pupils grew so large that a new high s chool had 
to be built on Kingsbury Street where the Junior High School 
is now located . This building became known as the Gamaliel 
Bradford Senior High 5chool in honor of a famous townsman. 
In 1938 the High School on Kingsbury Street was not large 
enough to take care of all the students, so one was built on 
Rice Street. It kept the name of the old High School and is 
found there today. The old building was torn down some years 
before the present Junior High School was built. 
The first school in the Fells area of town was a room 
rented in a house on the corner of Heston Road and Worcester 
street.It had 26 pupils . A school building was finally erec-
ted on Weston Road in 1858 and it continued until the Hardy 
School was constructed across the street. The Hardy School 
was built in 1930. This little school, which was used before 
the Hardy School, can still be seen. It is now the Fells 
Branch Library and is the oldest building owned by the Town 
that is still in use. 
As several houses were built in that area of town, the 
Perrin School was built on Thomas Road in 1931. It was 
named in honor of Dr. Marshall L. Perrin, the first Superin-
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tendent of Schools in Wellesley . He lived his whole life 
here, in fact in the same house on Washington Street. His 
house was torn down to make way for Berkeley Court . 
That area continued to grow until the Katharine Lee 
Bates School was built in 1953 to take care of the increased 
number of children there . This school was named a fter a 
world famous woman poet who lived in Wellesley. 
In 1924 three schools were built at the same time . They 
were located in different parts of town so t hat the children 
would not have to travel long distances to get to them. All 
three of these schools were very modern and beautiful and 
many people came to Wellesley to admire them. All of these 
schools are in use today . 
The Seldon L. Brown School was one . This school is 
located on Garden Road and is named after an early principal 
of the High School . Mr . Brown was the principal for about 
thirty years. The t ownspeople named this school after him 
because he had served thousands of Wellesley school children 
so well over those thirty years. 
The Isaac Sprague School on Oak Street was also built 
during this year . It was named after a leading citizen of 
Wellesley around the turn of the Twentieth Century . Mr . 
Sprague was very active in the Town's affairs and gave a 
great deal of time and money to help make Wellesley the town 
it is today. 
The third school built in 1924 was the L. Allen Kings bury 
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School on Seaver Street. Mr. Kingsbury was also a leading 
citizen of Wellesley who served on the School Committee for 
a long period of time. He came from a family that did a 
great deal for the town. 
Wellesley has had two schools named in honor of Joseph 
E. Fiske. The first one was built on Cedar Street in 1892. 
The second building is no longer used as a school but is now 
the National Guard Headquarters. In 1953 the new Joseph E. 
Fiske School was built on Hastings Street . Mr . Joseph E. 
Fiske was State Senator in 1874 to 1876 and like his father, 
held many t.Jwn offices. He wrote the "History of the Town 
of Wellesley" . 
The Ernest F. Upham School was opened in 1957 on Wynne-
wood Road . This school was named in memory of a High School 
teacher who had taught history in Nellesley for many years . 
He died the same year tne school was named. 
Wellesley is very proud of its public schools. The 
people for whom they have been named have contributed a great 
deal to the schools of Wellesley and to the growth of the 
town in which we live. We should use these schools to help 
us become as fine citizens as the people these buildings 
honor . 
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CHAPTER V 
PRIVATE SCHOOLS IN WELLESLEY 
The Town of Wellesley has several private schools of 
which it is also very proud. These private schools include 
children of all ages from first grade through college . Some 
of your friends may go to one of them. 
In the year 1895 Mr . Durant turned over his large estate 
in Wellesley to start. a college for young women. He and his 
wife decided to do this many years earlier when their young 
son died . It seems strange that a college for women should 
be started in honor of a young boy, but that is what happened. 
This was the start of Wellesley College. 
The estate had 400 acres of land and one very large 
building when it became a school. Inthe first year there were 
314 students going to Wellesley College . 
Today Wellesley College has about 40 buildings and there 
are about 1730 students going to classes at this college. 
Wellesley College has grown to become one of the leading 
women's schools in the world . We can be justly proud to say 
that this college is found in our town. 
Another well-known private school located in Wellesley 
is Dana Hall School for Girls. This was opened by the Misses 
Mary and Julia Eastman . In 1899 Miss Helen Temple Cooke 
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bought this school from the Misses Eastman. At that time the 
school was very small . Miss Cooke worked hard and gave a 
great deal of time to this school. Dana Hall became well 
known throughout the country and girls were coming from the 
far corners o~ the United States to get their education here . 
In 1910 and 1911 Miss cooke opened two new schools in 
Wellesley . Many parents wanted their girls to study under her 
before they reached the required age for her first school, so 
she opened Tenacre for girls from Kindergarten through Junior 
High School . She also opened the Pine Manor Junior College 
to teach girls for the two years after they finished high 
school . In 1952 Dana Junior was started to educate the Junior 
High girls, while Tenacre became a day school for both boys 
and girls through grade six . 
The Academy of the Assumption for girls and St . Joseph 
Academy for boys are located on top of the hill beside the 
Worcester Turnpike . These two private Catholic schools were 
started in 1893 . These schools have grown a great deal 
through the year s, serving Catholic boys and girls from nany 
communities in this part of our country. They are excellent 
schools that add a great deal to Wellesley and help make it a 
center of education. 
Many of you have visited the Babson map at Babson Insti-
tute . Recently a globe of the world has been added to the 
grounds of this college . This is very worthwhile visiting, 
too . Not only are these educational wonders famous all over 
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the world, but the college itself is equally as famous. 
This school started in 1919 when Mr . and Mrs . Roger w. 
Babson made over a home at 31 Abbott Road in ~ellesley Hills . 
In this house they held the first classes of Babson Institute . 
The first year they had twenty-five students in the school . 
A few year s later the Babsons bought a f arm of 160 acres . 
This land is included in the 400 acres that belong to the 
college today. Students come from all over the world to this 
school to study business so that they may become more success-
ful in their work . 
CHAPTER VI 
WELLESLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT 
In the year 1887 the leaders of Wellesley decided that it 
was time to have a Fire Department . They chose three men to 
organize the department, one man from the three main sections 
of the town. Each of these three men were to set up a fire 
house and get ten men to volunteer to form a fire fighting 
team. The fire alarm system was begun in 1894. 
The volunteer fire fighters were men who had other work 
around the town . If a f ire was reported , they would leave 
their jobs and hurry to the fire house to find out where the 
fire was; Then they would go and help to fight it . These 
men wore red uniforms so that people would know who the fire-
men were. That type of fire protection was far different 
from the protection our Fire Department give us today with 
its trained firemen and up - to-date equipment. 
The first fire house in Nellesley was built on Church 
Street . It was a wooden building that held just one horse-
drawn hose wagon. The horse that pulled this wagon was kept 
in the livery stable on Central Street . The Fire Department 
continued to use this building until 1929, when it was moved 
to the fine modern building at the corner of Central Street 
and Weston Road . 
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About ten years after this first fire house was built on 
Church Street, another one was built to protect the Wellesley 
Hills section of town. This was located on Worcester Street 
and is still being used . The second floor of this building 
has also been used by the Police Department and the Board of 
Health at different t i mes. 
A few years after the Worcester Street fire house was 
built, the Town of Wellesley built another one on Walnut 
Street to take care of the Lower Falls section of town. This 
fire station did not have regular firemen as we know them to-
day, either . All the men were volunteers who would answer 
the alarm from their regular jobs . 
These fire stations have continually grown more and more 
effective in fighting fires as regularly trained men were 
added at full time jobs. As the town became larger and more 
homes were built, more equipment was added to the Fire Depart-
ment. Today our town has about fifty-two firemen whose only 
job is to protect Wellesley from fire. 
Chief Thomas F. Sloman, who has directed the Wellesley 
Fire Department for more than 25 years, has been chosen 
president of the New England Fire Chiefs' Associati on. 
The wonderful record our Fire Department has for con-
trolling fires is very comforting when we see what damage a 
fire can do . Within minutes after it receives a report of a 
fire, it is on the scene with it's trained crews controlling 
the flames which could easily create a disaster in our town. 
CHAPTER VII 
WELLESLEY POLICE DEPARTMENT 
If you have been reading about the history of Wellesley 
and you see a policeman directing traffic on a cold and snowy 
day, it is likely that you will begin wondering about the his -
tory of the Police Department in .ellesley. You will find 
out that it was once ver y different than it is now . 
In the earlier days of our town the policemen were 
called constables . The constables had a small room in the 
basement of the Town Hall for their headquarters . These con-
stables were elected each year by the townspeople . Three men 
were elected each year : one for the Village, one for the Hills 
and one for the Falls . These constables received three 
dollars a week but they worked only on Saturday nights, Sun-
days and holidays . 
There were several other men called special policemen 
who worked when there was any big affair going on in the tow~ 
These men were volunteers who received no pay at all. 
In 1~93 the Town decided that it should have better po-
lice protection so they increased the number of constables to 
five . These men received $60. 00 a month and they had to work 
from 7 : 00P.M. until morning . 
Two years later the Police Department was established as 
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a regular department. Harry M. Kingsbury was the first Chief 
of Police. It was at this time that the police were first re-
quired to wear uniforms, so they could be easily noticed. 
After a few years the headquarters was moved from the 
Town Hall to the second floor of the station on Worcester 
Street. It was then moved to Church Street in the Village, 
in 1927, when the old fire house was given up by the Fire De-
partment. It remained on Church Street until the present 
modern police station was built and opened in 1950. 
Our Police Department has grown until today there are 
t hirty-two policemen, a Lieutenant, and the Chief of Police. 
One of these policemen has a special duty added to his regu-
lar police work. He visits the schools in 3ellesley and 
teaches "safetytt to the pupils . He also helps the schools set 
up safety rules and safety patrols. The school safety officer 
helps make our schools safe places for us. 
Wellesley also has several women who act as special offi-
cers. They direct traffic at schools so that young pupils 
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who have to cross busy streets are in less danger from traffic. 
This is very different from the time when we had only 
three constables, who used their own horses or else walked. 
We now have a police force that we have every right to be 
proud of and all kinds of modern equipment. 
CHAPTER VIII 
GOVERNlffiNT OF WELLESLEY 
If you have ever been a member of a club, or have ever 
been a member of a committee in school, you know that leaders 
have to be chosen to do certain tasks or nothing would get 
done . If we did not have leaders in Cubs or Girl Scouts, we 
would have a pretty dull time at the meetings because we 
would have nothing to do but fool around, yelling and f i ght-
ing . If we didn 1 t have a treasurer, we would never have any 
money to be used for a special purpose . Our meetings would 
be a confused time with no value coming frqm,them. 
The same thing would be true if we didn•t have any lead-
ers for the Town of Nellesley; or if we didn•t have a Treasu~ 
er to collect the taxes and pay the bills for the things 
necessary to make Wellesley a fine place in which to live . 
We would never have any new buildings or equipment to pro-
tect ourselves from fire or dishonest persons . We would not 
have electric street lights, running water in our homes, or 
the beautiful trees that make Wellesley the town we are so 
proud of today . A town without a government is no to\vn at 
all l 
When Wellesley was a small country village, the town 
government was much simpler than the kind of government we 
have today. During its early days, the citizens would come 
together once or maybe twice a year to choose their new 
officers. They also decided at these meetings how much of a 
tax they would have to pay for the next year . They would 
make plans for the improvement of the town and would agree 
on any rules that had to be made to keep the town a safe 
place in which to live . These meetings were opened to all 
the male citizens who lived in the town . At one time, these 
town meetings were held in the building now used for the 
Wellesley Country Club . When Wellesley became a separate 
town and not part of Needham, it held many of these town meet-
ings in the Town Hall next to the library. 
As more and more people moved into Wellesley , it became 
more difficult to hold these meetings for the old hall was 
not large enough . There were too many people present at the 
meetings to ge t anything done . It was like having three 
hundred boys in a Cub Den . A new plan was needed to run the 
town. 
The new way decided upon was the representative town 
meeting . This means that a town meeting is held each year, 
as before, but all the citizens do not go . They send repre-
sentatives to go to town meetl ng to speak for them . All of 
the citizens are represented at the meeting but the number of 
voters present is much fewer. 
The town officers are still elected by all the people in 
a special election each year. This special election is held 
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every J.Iarch. Town officers are elected by the people to serve 
the people. This representative town meeting and the yearly 
election are still the type of government we have in ~elles­
ley today. 
Wellesley has three men who are elected by the people to 
run the Town . They are called the Board of Selectmen. They 
see that the town property is well taken care of . They 
listen to the complaints of people in the town when the ob-
ject to something that is happening . Maybe they will try to 
correct the problem or ask other town officers to correct it , 
if many of the people are bothered by it . It is the Select-
men's duty to appoint the firemen and the policemen as well as 
others to take care of the people of the town . They are re-
sponsible for keeping the town safe and clean . You can see 
that this is a very important job and it is important to have 
good men on this board . 
·Another important man in the government of Wellesley is 
the Moderator . He is elected by the people also. It is his 
duty to run the town meeting . He is like the chairman of a 
committee . He must make sure that the meeting is run honestly 
and that every representative or voter who wants to speak has 
a chance to say what he wants . 
The Town Clerk acts like the secretary of a club . He 
keeps a record of what is said and what is decided at the 
town meetings.Iti shis duty to issue marriage licenses to the 
men and women who wish to get married. He must also keep a 
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record of all the bir ths , marriages and deaths that take 
place in the town . He is in charge of every election - be it 
local, state or national . He,too, is elected by the people 
of the town . This was the position Mr . Solomon Flagg held 
both before and after Wellesley became a town. Usually the 
Town Clerk is re-elected many times . The late John T. Ryan 
served the town for forty- five years, all but nine of those 
years as Town Clerk. 
There is another group of men who are elected by the 
citizens of the t own. They are called the Board of Assessors . 
In ~ellesley there are three men on this board . It is their 
duty to decide how much each citizen must pay for taxes . Th~ 
decide how much a citizen's house and other property is worth 
and then the citizen must pay his tax. The amount each owner 
pays depends on how much his property is worth. 
The citizen pays his tax to another elected town official . 
This man is called the Town Treasurer . It is the Town 
Treasurer's duty to collect taxes and to pay out money that 
the town spends. He must keep a very careful record of all 
this money . 
The Town Accountant works very closely with the Town 
Treasurer. He checks the records and gives permission to the 
Town Treasurer to pay the Town's bills . 
Another committee is elected to take care of the schools 
in the town. The group of people chosen to do this is called 
the School Committee . In Wellesley there are five members on 
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this committee. They must plan the new school buildings and 
see that the old ones are well cared for. They also choose 
the teachers and decide what is to be taught in the public 
schools. 
In Wellesley we have a group of men who serve on the 
Advisory Committee. These men are elected to this committee 
by the citizens. They have the responsibility of making sug-
gestions and advising the other boards and committees in the 
town. These men are asked their opinion on many of the im-
portant plans the other groups make. 
There are still other jobs that need to be done in a 
town. Many of these offices are filled by people chosen by 
the Board of Selectmen. 
One of these town officers is the head of the Highway 
Department. It is up to him to see that the streets are 
kept in good condition and that the snow is cleared from them 
in the winter. 
The Board of Health isanother very important part of the 
government of our town. The head of this department is usual-
ly a doctor. It is the duty of this department to see that 
the health of the townspeople is protected. This board sees 
that there is no place where disease can start because of 
dirty conditions. It also makes arrangements for the Polio 
and other shots for the school children, and directs a dental 
clinic. 
The Superintendent of Public Works is in charge of the 
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Electric Light, Water and Sewer Departments. He makes sure 
that the water the town uses is clean and plentiful . He also 
makes sure that the sewerage is properly carried out of the 
town. He directs the work of supplying electricity to our 
town. 
The last department we are going to think about is the 
Recreation Department . This department should be of real 
interest to you, because it directs all of the playgrounds in 
the town . It plans special programs throughout the year for 
people in Wellesley who want to get together for amusement or 
sports. It is in charge of Morse's Pond Bathing Beach, and 
the skiing lessons you take in the winter . It is in charge of 
the Community Orchestra which gives the Children's Concert 
each year . These are only a few of the many public activities 
the Recreation Department plans . 
Wellesley has a good government and we are proud of the 
work that our town officers do . They are the ones we should 
thank for mak-ing our town one of the best . Of course, they 
cannot do it alone. ~e must help by doing our part i n keep-
ing Wellesley beautiful and by obeying the laws which they 
set up for us to follow. 
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CHAPTER IX 
WELLESLEY FREE LIBRARY 
We have gone to the Wellesley Free Library many times . 
Probably we have never thought much about this building and 
its many books. ;(hen we begin to think about the history of 
Wellesley, every street and building begins to make us ask 
questions. When did Wellesley have its first library? Where 
was it? How big was it? 
The fir. t real library to serve the citizens of this area 
was found in Needham Center about 160 years ago . This library 
was quite difficult for the people of the West Parish to get 
to and therefore , it was of little value to them. 
For this reason several small libraries were kept in 
different homes and churches in West Needham (new Wellesley). 
They were run by small groups of people . Each of the libra-
ries was set up in one room and had very few books in them. 
Six years after Wellesley became a town, the present 
library was finished . This building was a gift to the town 
by Mr . Horatio Hollis Hunnewell . He was the man who also 
built the famous Hunnewell Gardens . He gave the library 
building, the land and some books. At that time there were 
about 500 books in the library . 
At one time the people decided that new books for the 
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library should be bought by the money collected from the dog 
tax . People who owned dogs had to pay a tax and this moeny 
was used to buy books for the library . 
Ever since this building was built, people have given a 
great deal of time and money to help increase our library 
service . Many of the small libraries about the town turned 
over their books to the new library. Soon more rooms and 
space was needed . In later years the balcony was added to 
take care of the books . At that time there were 32,e18 books 
in the library . This is quite a few more than the original 
500 books . 
At the beginning of the Twentieth Century, in order to 
better serve the people of Wellesley , the Library opened a 
branch in the old Fiske School. This branch continued to be 
used until recently when the room was needed for a classroom. 
Soon after the branch was opened in the Fiske School, 
another was opened in a home in Wellesley Hills Square. 
Years later, Mr . Isaac Sprague gave the land for the present 
Wellesley Hills Branch Library which was built then and is 
used still. 
Around the same time a third branch was opened in the 
Fells area. The building at one time had been a school but 
was not being used when the need for a new library was felt . 
This library is in the oldest building still used by the tovm . 
In 1951 the Bookmobile was put into use. At this time the 
branch in the Fiske School was closed and the Bookmobile took 
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its place . The Bookmobile made possible better service to 
the schools and distant parts of Wellesley. 
Just as the town has grown, so has the library. When 
the first library opened in ~ellesley people took out 16,190 
books in one year . In 1955 a total of 260,591 books were 
borrowed from the library . Seven librarians are now needed 
to do the work of taking care of the books . 
Plans are being made today to build a new library build-
ing which will be better able to serve the community in which 
we live. This new library will be located on Nashington 
Street near the corner of Cameron Street, across from the 
present library . 
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CHAPTER X 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
Wellesley has an area of approximately 6,650 acres 
within its boundaries. This amounts to about lOi square 
miles . Of these 6,650 acres about 6,338! acres are land and 
311! acres are water . 
ELEVATION The highest point of land in Nellesley is 
found at the Pierce Hill Reservoir . At this point the land 
is about 337 feet above the level of the sea . The lowest 
point is found at County Rock in the Charles River and there 
the land is only 39~ feet above sea level. 
LOCATION Wellesley is located about thirteen miles wast 
of Boston on Route 9 . It is surrounded by the towns of 
Weston, Newton, Dover, Needham, and Natick . It is a part of 
Norfolk County. 
CHURCHES There are eleven churches throughout Nellesley 
serving people of nearly all denominat i ons. Many of these 
churches add greatly to the beauty of the town becase of 
their fine architecture. They are conveniently located in 
the various sections of the town. 
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HOSPITALS The Wellesley- Newton Hospital is the largest 
hospital serving Wellesley. This hospital has 234 beds . It 
has a very fine school of nursing with about 150 students in 
it . There are always four or five resident doctors at this 
hospital . 
A second hospital is located on Forest Street and is 
called the Convalescent Home for Children. This hospital is 
only for children who have a long sickness . There are about 
36 beds in it . 
HOTELS Wellesley has two hotels which put up guests over-
night or for longer periods of time . Both of these hotels 
are located in Wellesley Square . They are named Welles ley 
Hotel and Wellesley Inn . 
NRNSPAPER Wellesley boas ts of a very fine weekly newspaper 
with a long history . This newspaper was started in 1906 . 
The Townsman reports local news and informs the people of 
Wellesley of events within the town. 
POST OFFICES There are two first class Post Offices in 
Wellesley. One of them is located in Wellesley Square and 
the other is located in Nellesley Hills . Babson Park also 
has its own Post Office . 
TRANSPORTATION Wellesley has two main bus lines which 
serve the public. The Middlesex and Boston Street Railway 
Company provides direct transportation to Framingham and to 
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Newton . The B. and W. Bus Lines provide transportation from 
Wellesley to Boston. Both these companies run local trips 
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and they stop at several places in between the towns mentioned . 
Wellesley's train service is provided by the Boston and 
Albany Railroad . Regularly scheduled service carries passen-
gers to the South Station in Boston. 
There are about 10 t axi cab companies in Wellesley. 
These provide immediate transportation to the tovm's people 
any hour of the day or night . 
RECREATION Wellesley has a motion picture theater in 
Wel lesley Hills which run only the better movies . It fre-
quently brings back movies which are particularly outstanding . 
Foreign films appear at the flellesley Community Theater at 
various times . 
The many clubs and organizations of Wellesley provide 
entertainment frequently for the town 1 s people through con-
certs , recitals, plays , and programs . 
~ellesley has several playgrounds which provide the 
opportunity for young and old to participate in s ports . 
Special programs are planned and t hey are well attended. 
Morse's Pond is a most popular place during the summer 
months . Swimming instruction is well organized and free 
swimming is well supervised by trained life guards . 
WATER Under the ground in Wellesley are miles and miles 
of pipes bringing water to all the homes . This water is 
pumped from deep wells which have been drilled way down into 
the gr ound . 
SEHAGE Under the ground of Wellesley are another set of 
pipes which run for miles and miles and connecting to each 
house in the town. These pipes are the sewer pipes which 
car r y all sewage away . These pipes lead into bigger pipes 
and so on until it arrives in the hugh sewer pipes of the 
Metropolitan District Commission which run under the Lower 
Falls . These large pipes carry our sewage away to sewage 
beds where it is gotten rid of . 
ELECTRICITY Nellesley is lighted at night by electricity 
which is bought from the Edison Company. Each house in 
Wellesley is charged for the electricity it uses by the town . 
The town in turn has to pay the Edison Company f or all the 
electricity that is used by its homes . 
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PREFACE 
This Teacher's Manual to The Story of Wellesley, Massa-
chusetts has been prepared as a teaching aid . The suggestions 
in it are given merely as conveniences to the tea cher. 
Any teacher having any contributions to the collection 
from the main office of the School Department is heartily 
welcome to insert the item into it . Plays, stories, poems, 
or any additional material will be an added help to the 
others who use this collection . 
i 
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OBJECTIVES 
1 . To acquaint the pupils with the town in which they live . 
2 . To develop an interest and an appreciation of community 
responsibilities. 
J. To develop an understanding of the concept of change . 
4· To develop an understanding of the factors leading to 
change. 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 
I . Develop a play illustrating some incident in the early 
history of Wellesley. 
A. Indians helping the earliest settlers 
B. Buying the land from the I ndians 
c. Arrival of the Dewing family 
D. Minute M~n leaving for Lexington and Concord 
E. Discussions in general store over separating of 
West Parish from Needham 
II . Create diorama comparing the past and present of one 
aspect of the growth of Ne llesley. 
A. Houses 
B. Fire fighting equipment 
c. School buildings 
D. Business block 
E. Private transportation 
III . Prepare maps or Wellesley 
A. Physical 
B. Political - showing precincts 
c. Pictorial - cartoon style 
IV . Make scrap book of pictures, stories, newspaper articles , 
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illustrations, graphs , and charts of Wellesley 
v. Take field trip 
A. Wellesley Historical Society at Town Hall by ap-
pointment 
B. Around town (suggested trip attached) 
c. Illustrated talk by Nellesley Historical Society 
VI . Make mobiles 
A. Town buildings 
B. Businesses in town 
c. Town offices and services 
VII Draw murals 
A. Town offices and servic es 
B. Town a ttractions 
1 . Hunnewell Gardens 
2 . Marathon 
J . Shopping center 
4· Community chorus and orchestra 
5. Wellesley College 
6 . Babson ' s map and globe 
c. Historical events 
1 . Dewing 's house 
2. Troops going to Revolutionary War 
J . John Eliot preaching to the Indians 
4. A fire fought by early fire department 
5. Movable school 
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VIII . Prepare Time line 
A. Historical events 
B. Building of schools 
IX . Make Graphs 
A. Growth of population 
B. Growth of pupils 
SUGGESTED FIELD TRIP AROUND WELLESLEY 
This field trip is planned so that the pupils will be 
able to see first hand many of the places that have been dis-
cussed during the unit . Probably the best time to take this 
trip will be near the end of the study of Wellesley. 
It is suggested that the trip be made in a bus so that 
the teacher will be able to act as a guideto point out the 
locations and comment on them. Arrangements for bus transpor-
tation can be made with the Wellesley Fells Taxi and Bus Lines 
Incorporated , (WE 5-404.4) for approximately $15.00 for a trip . 
They have requested that this trip be taken sometime between 
9 : 00 and 11:30 A. M. The whole trip shcould take about an 
hour and a half . 
It is strongly suggested that the teacher who is planning 
to take her class on this field trip travel over the course 
ahead of time so that she may be familiar with all of the 
points of interest . Many of these will be seen from the mov-
ing bus and if the teacher is not familiar with them a great 
deal is likely to be missed . 
The following is a suggested route to be taken. The 
school the trip originates from determines which number of the 
locations should be the starting point . The trip should be 
continued in numerical order , ending with one number lowe~ 
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than the starting number . For example~ Hunnewell school 
should start with #5 and end with #4. 
Bates 
Hardy 
Perrin 
Up han 
L-
#1 
#1 
#1 
#1 
SUGGESTED STARTING POINT 
Brown #10 
Hunnevlell # 5 
Phillips # 9 
Warren #11 
Fiske #13 
Kingsbury # 8 
Sprague # 1 
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SUGGESTED ROUTE FOR FIELD TRIP 
WESTON ROAD 
1 . At Worcester Street 
CENTRAL STREET 
a. Once location of toll gate for Worcester 
Turnpike 
b . Fells Library - Oldest town building still 
in use - Once Little Red School House of 
Unionville 
2. Wellesley College - Opened in 1875 by Mr . Durant 
in memory of only son - One of the leading 
women's schools in the world 
WASqiNGTON STREET 
·:H!-3 . Hwmewell Gardens and estate - Home of the late 
Horatio Hollis Hunnewell - Town named in his 
honor - Show place of Wellesley, now occupied by 
Mr . Walter Hunnewell 
i~. Wellesley Square (bus stop as close to lights as 
possible) 
a. Location of the first church in town - Now 
Wellesley Congregational- Second edifice be-
came main building of Dana Hall - Third 
building burned in 1916 
7 
b . Shattuck Building - One of the oldest 
blocksin town, 1589 
c . Morton Block - Seiler's 
d . Taylor Block - Wellesley Post Office 
e . Waban Block - Clement Drug Store 
f . Kartt Block - Wellesley National Bank 
g . Holman Block - riellesley Cooperative 
Bank - E. A. Davis Company 
Town Hall 
a . Nev1 Library to be built across street 
b . War Memorial 
c . Plaque for Charter Oak - in park be-
hind building 
d . Plaque for Dr . Morton - in front of 
library - Ether pioneer 
6 . Old Kingsbury House - 1811 - Now Doherty ' s 
Funeral Home 
7 . Hunnewell Field- Ol d Kingsbury pasture- gift 
of H. H. Hunnewell 
5 . Babson ' s Reports 
9. DeFazio Building - Over 50 years old - family 
conducts grocery stor e - The Windsor Press 
10. Old home - 1740 - Occupied by the Misses Hazel-
ton for over 60 years - 319 'iiashington Street 
across from Walter Channing Realtors 
~}11 . Elm Park - Location of Elm Park Hotel - razed 
8 
1908 by public subscription for park 
a . Clock tower- Shaw•s clock and bells -
once in Shaw School 
b . Maugus Hill - on South side behind 
stores - Indian Camping Ground and said 
to be grave of Chief Maugus 
12 . Lower Falls 
WALNUT STREET TO 
CEDAR STREEr 
a . Industry (mills) - location of only 
real manufacturing in town 
b . Charles River - begins in Hopkinton -
named Charles for King - believed ex-
tending far west 
13 . Old Fiske School 
WELLESLEY A VENUE 
14. Wellesley Country Club - Once location of Town 
Poor Farm - Where Wellesley was voted a separate 
town 
~H•l5. Babson Institute 
a . Map of United States 
b . Globe of the World 
·:to Bus Stops 
~H• Bus stops and children get out 
9 
1 . 
2 . 
3. 
4· 
6 . 
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TEST 
THE STORY OF WELLESLEY, MASSACHUSETTS 
Directions: Place an X in front of the correct answer to 
each of the following questions . 
1 . The approximate population of Wellesley is 
( ) about 10, 000 ( ) about 20,000 ( about 50,000 
2 . The number of square miles in Welles ley is about 
( ) 2 10 ( 50 
3. Wellesley became a tovm in the year 
( ) 1620 ) 1775 ( 1881 
4. The firemen who protect Wellesley today are 
( full time ( ) part time ( ) volunteer 
5. Just before jellesley separated and became a town by it-
self it was part of the tmvn of 
( ) Newton 
6 . John Eliot was 
( ) a :r::1inis ter 
( ) Needham ( ) Dedham 
( ) the first settler ( ) a town 
official 
7 • The Worcester Turnpike served as an important supply line 
during the 
( ) Revolutionary War ( ) Civil War ( ) War of 1812 
8 . The High School was named after Gamaliel Bradford, who was 
( ) a writer ( a minister ( ) a teacher 
9 . Most of the business blocks in .rellesley are named after 
( their builders ( ) town officials selectmen 
10. The large business in Wellesley which started out as a 
blacksmith shop is 
( ) Seiler's ( ) Diehl's ( ) Cochrane Motors 
11 
11 . Babson's Reports most help 
( ) town officials ( ) banks and businesses ( ) 
explorers 
12 . The first white settler in the area now called Wellesley 
was 
( John Eliot ( Aaron Copland ( ) Andrew Dewing 
13 . Wellesley Hi lls was once called 
( Unionville ( ) Grantville ( ) Maugusville 
14. The following town which is not a boundary of Wellesley 
is 
( ) Framingham ( ) Natick ( ) Dover 
15 . The following town which is not a boundary of Wellesley 
is 
( ) Weston ( Newton ( } Dedham 
16 . The coming of the railroad~ in Well esley 
( ) increased taxes ( increased illness 
( ) increased population 
17 . The name of Mr . Horatio Hollis Hunnewell's home is 
( Wellesley ( ) Hunnewell Gardens ( } Dana Hall 
18 . Bear pits were found in ~ellesley on the estate of 
19 . 
20 . 
21 . 
( Mr . Baker ) Mr . Hunnewell ( Mr . Babson 
The community of Wellesley, 75 years ago was 
( } industrial ( ) agricultural ( ) r esidential 
The connnunity of Wellesley today is 
( ) industrial ( } rural ( ) residential 
New laws are passed in Wellesley by 
( ) the Board of Assessors 
( ) the Selectmen 
( ) Town Meeting members 
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22 . The famous poem which Katharine Lee Bates wrote was 
( ) "Trees" ( ) "America" ( ) "America, The 
Beautiful" 
23 . The first user of ether in painless operations was 
( ) Dr . Sands ( ) Dr . Morton ( ) Dr . Kline 
24. The founder of Wellesley College was 
( ) Emily Balch ( ) Miss Cooke ( ) Mr . Durant 
25 . The early settlers in the area came from 
( ) Maine ( ) Bos ton ( ) Connecticut River 
26 . An Indian Village during the time of the first settlers 
was located 
( ) on Wes ton Road ( ) on Lake Waban ( ) in the center 
2:7 . The people of Dedham bought the land from 
( ) Chief Maugus ( ) John Eliot ( ) King Phillip 
28 . Wellesley sent two companies of men to fight during the 
Re~olutionary War at 
29 . 
30 . 
( ) Lexington and Concord ) Yorktown ( ) Valley 
Forge 
The Wellesley . Free Library was a gift to the town from 
( ) Mr . Durant ) Mr . Flagg ( Mr. Hunnewell 
All letterheads and important 
them the 
( ) Selectmen's names 
( ) "In God ~e Trust" 
papers of the town have 
) the Town Seal 
31 . The first policemen in Wellesley were called 
( ) sheriffs ( ) marshals ( constables 
on 
32 Students go to Babson Institute to learn how to be better 
( ) teachers ( ) lawyers ( ) businessmen 
13 
33 . The town officers are choosen 
( ) at town me eting ( ) by elections ( 
34. The town meeting is conducted by the 
( 
( 
) Moderator ( ) Town Cl erk 
) Chairman of Selectmen 
by Select-
men 
14 
l . 
2 . 
3 · 
4 · 
5 . 
6 . 
7 . 
8. 
9 . 
10. 
11. 
12 . 
13 . 
14. 
15 . 
16 . 
17 . 
18. 
19 . 
20. 
21 . 
22. 
23 . 
24 . 
KEY TO TEST 
THE STORY OF WELLESLEY, ~~SSACHUSETTS 
about 20, 000 
10 
1881 
full time 
Needham 
a minister 
War of 1812 
a writer 
their builders 
Diehl ' s 
banks and businessmen 
Andrew Dewing 
Grantville 
Framingham 
Dedham 
increas ed population 
Wellesley 
Mr . Baker 
agricultural 
residential 
Representat ive town meeting 
"America, the Beautiful" 
Dr . Morton 
Mr . Durant 
25 . 
26 . 
2:7 . 
28 . 
29 . 
30. 
31 . 
32 . 
33 . 
34 . 
Boston 
on Lake Waban 
Chief Maugus 
Lexington and Concord 
Mr . Hunnewell 
town seal 
constables 
businessmen 
by election 
Moderator 
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WORD LIST 
TOWN SEAL 
symbol 
tomahawk 
designed 
PREFACE 
private property 
public building 
HISTORY 
ngrandmother11 city 
Puritans 
Massachusetts Bay Colony 
wilderness 
Christian 
missionary 
colonial 
Indian reservation 
Pilgrims 
responsibilities 
"litter bugs" 
organizations 
"Mother" city 
considerable 
West Parish 
Toll road 
Town Farm 
16 
r ~ ----
pervaded 
general store 
pageant 
constable 
estate 
FAMOUS PEOPLE OF WELLESLEY 
contributions 
respected 
devoted 
citizen 
plaque 
biographies 
candidate 
wealthy 
appreciation 
conveniences 
BUSINESS CENTERS 
advantage 
branch stores 
various 
twentieth century 
livery stable 
recent 
residential 
flat iron building 
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
team of oxen 
district 
outlived 
former 
admire 
townts affairs 
PRIVATE SCHOOLS 
II educational wonders 
Misses 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
volunteer 
equipment 
hose wagon 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
boundaries 
approximately 
denominations 
architecture 
conveniently 
resident doctor 
local 
scheduled 
foreign 
sewage 
18 
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SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS 
There is a collection of supplementary material which is 
kept at the main office of the School Department . This col-
lection may be borrowed upon request for a period of one 
week . At the end of a week it may be renewed providing no 
other teacher has asked for it . 
When returning this collection please check with the list 
which follows to see that all the materials are returned . 
This collection of supplementary materials consists of: 
I . Maps 
A. One 48" x 72 11 map of Wellesley 
B. One 1811 x 2011 map of Wellesley (Zoning) 
C. Six historical maps of Wellesley 
Courtesy of Wellesley National Bank 
D. Fifty individual maps of the Town of 
Wellesley 
Courtesy of Wellesley National Bank 
E. One map of Massachusetts 
(Marked to show Wellesley) 
II . Pictures 
Thirty- three plastlc plates of pictures showing 
historical and modern points of interest in 
Wellesley . These may be mounted on a 
bulletin board without perforating the 
plastic. 
III . Booklets 
A. "The Town of Wellesley, Guide and Directory" 
19 . 
B. "Annual Town Report, We llesley, Massachusetts" 
C. "Townof iVelles ley, Registrars" List of Voters" 
IV . Specimen Ballot 
v. List of Town Mee ting Members 
VI . Newspaper 
One copy of the Seventy- fifth Anniversary issue 
of the Welle sley Townsman, May 24, 1956 
20 
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